
Board of Directors  
September 18, 2021 Meeting Summary 

 
As we have for many months now, the Board of Directors held their September 18 meeting via zoom. We began our 
meeting with worship and prayer, and with routine business – approving minutes, reviewing the Conference finances, and 
affirmed the Executive Committee’s approval of the audited financial statements for fiscal year 2020. 
 
Three grants have been recently updated: The Frank L. Irvine Fund for Justice and Nonviolence,  is to assist the NH 
Conference in bringing speakers and preachers who are recognized advocates for justice and nonviolence to Conference-
wide gatherings; the North Country Sacred Space Maintenance Fund (NCSS) is to assist North Country Association (UCC) 
churches in maintaining their properties; and the Member-in-Discernment Scholarship Fund (previously Seminarian 
Scholarship Fund) is to provide financial assistance to persons who are preparing for ordained ministry in and on behalf of 
the United Church of Christ.  
 
Our Conference Minister, the Rev. Gordon Rankin, shared his report, and among the items were the latest Covid-19 
guidelines released at the end of August. The Board expressed their thanks to Gordon for this helpful tool for 
congregational discernment. The Conference office will probably remain closed until after Annual Meeting and individual 
churches have responded to this latest surge in a variety of ways. It was acknowledged that many churches planned to 
fully re-engage this Fall, and the continuing pandemic brings with it times of discouragement and frustration. There is 
much to feel positive about, including the resumption of in-person camp at Horton Center, and the higher number of 
campers who participated than was anticipated. The Board expressed its joy, thanksgiving and gratitude for the hard work 
of Executive Director Tim Hughes, Summer Director, Tivve Pare, and all of the Horton Center Staff and Deans that made 
this summer so successful.  
 
At this point in the meeting, we were “video-bombed” by surprise (invited guests) the Rev. Shari Prestemon, Conference 
Minister of the Minnesota Conference and the Rev. John Vertigan, Conference Minister of the Florida Conference, who 
were asked to share their thanks for Gordon’s leadership over the past two years as chair of the Council of Conference 
Ministers. He was praised for his ability to navigate the pandemic and especially for his quality leadership, gentleness in 
the toughest of times, forbearance and patience. The Board congratulated Gordon and expressed their own gratitude for 
his leadership in a national setting, especially given the additional challenges that were faced because of the pandemic. 
  
For a large portion of the meeting our attention was on our upcoming October 16 Annual Meeting. We recommended the 
proposed standing rules and Mission and Income Spending Plan to go to the Gathered Conference for discussion and vote. 
The Board appointed the Ministry Chairs and Ministry members for a one year term to begin after Annual Meeting and to 
recommend the Nominating Committees slate of officers, Board Members and General Synod delegates for vote at Annual 
Meeting.  
 
We also received a resolution and after thoughtful discussion, voted to recommend the adoption of “A Resolution of Christian 
Witness in support of Educators and encouraging healthy dialogue around elimination of racism” by the gathered Conference. 
Finally, we approved the Environmental Justice Mission Group’s nominations of Kathryn Aman, Katherine Gage and Pat Martin 
to receive the 2021 Environmental Justice Award. 
 
Our business continued as we accepted the recommendation of the Clergy Support Ministry Team for two updates to the 
Clergy Compensation Guidelines. The base salary rate has been adjusted by a 1.5% COLA increase and the resource “A 
Sure Foundation” (which addresses issues like clergy sabbaticals and pastoral relations committees) is now linked to our 
document.  
 
The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be on November 13, and not be a retreat as previously hoped. 
 
As the meeting drew to a close, outgoing President Carolyn Keilig expressed her sincere and grateful thanks for the 
privilege of working with this Board, acknowledging that she was the only one whose term is ending at this time, and she 
leaves knowing that the faithful and wise leadership of the Board will continue to benefit the NH Conference, UCC.   
 

https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/resources-links/grants_and_scholarships/Frank%20Irvine%20Fund.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/resources-links/grants_and_scholarships/North_Country_Sacred_Space_Maintenance_Grant_Application.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/CaringForClergy/member-in-discernment-scholarship-fund
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/PandemicResources/Covid%2019%20Conference%20Note%2013.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/PandemicResources/Covid%2019%20Conference%20Note%2013.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/2021-annual-meeting
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/conference-ministries/annual-meetings/2021/September182021.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/conference-ministries/annual-meetings/2021/Resolution%20regarding%20divisive%20concepts%20legislation%20-%20Board%20Approved.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/conference-ministries/annual-meetings/2021/Resolution%20regarding%20divisive%20concepts%20legislation%20-%20Board%20Approved.pdf
https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/resources-links/clergy-compensation/NHCUCC%20Clergy%20Compensation%20Guidelines%202022%20Approved.pdf


Rev. Carolyn Keilig 
President, NH Conference, UCC 

 
 
 
 
 
 


